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The International Women’s Health Coalition 
advances the sexual and reproductive health and 
rights of women and young people, particularly 
adolescent girls, in Africa, Asia, Eastern Europe, 
Latin America, and the Middle East. IWHC furthers 
this agenda by supporting and strengthening 
leaders and organizations working at the 
community, national, regional, and global levels, 
and by advocating for international and US policies, 
programs, and funding.
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WHETHER OR NOT YOU 

CAN CONTROL YOUR BODY 

IS CRUCIAL TO YOUR 

EQUALITY AS A CITIZEN. 

–Françoise Girard



MORE THAN ANY OTHER YEAR IN 
RECENT MEMORY, 2017 demonstrated how 
important the International Women’s Health 
Coalition is to women around the world. 

In the United States, President Trump’s election 
dealt a devastating blow to the advancement 
of women’s sexual and reproductive rights. Yet, 
the installment of a misogynist to the country’s 
highest public office had an unintended effect: 
it energized the women’s movement. From the 
Women’s March to the Black Mamas Matter 
Alliance to the explosion of voices saying 
#MeToo, 2017 sparked the fire for bold and 
brave activism. And it is movements like these 
that IWHC has steadfastly and courageously 
supported around the world for over three 
decades. 

As this Annual Report goes to print, I see 
Argentine women move ever closer to securing 
the right to safe and legal abortion; it is the 
vibrant women’s movement in that country 
that made this a possibility. Polish women, in 
a rebuke to their government’s authoritarian 
backsliding, have taken to the streets in 
unprecedented numbers to fight against 
attempts to harshly limit access to abortion. In 
India and Pakistan, the horrific rapes of young 
girls have sparked massive public outrage 
and calls for high-level accountability. And in 
Cameroon, Kenya, Nigeria, and South Africa, 
bold feminists are pressing forward their 
campaigns to end child marriage, and educate 
adolescent girls about their bodies and rights. 

In each of these countries, and more than 
35 additional countries worldwide, IWHC has 

invested in women and girls by providing grants 
and training, and advocating alongside these 
fearless rights defenders. All of our work is 
grounded in the understanding that women’s 
activists and women’s organizations are the 
key—that over time their persistence will tip 
the scales in favor of equality and sexual and 
reproductive health and rights for all. Across 
these countries and movements, we share the 
belief that not only is control of one’s body 
the bedrock of gender equality, but that our 
solidarity will bring the change we’ve been 
waiting for. 

2017 undoubtedly will be remembered as a dark 
time, when many countries took a wrong turn, 
installing authoritarian, regressive policymakers 
who aim to further restrict women’s equality and 
their hard-fought rights. But this time is also 
one of great hope. And as we’ve done for 34 
years, IWHC will continue to fight for sexual and 
reproductive rights—because we know we’re on 
the right side of history. 

Thank you for your solidarity and for  
your support. 

FRANÇOISE GIRARD 

PRESIDENT’S 
LETTER
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MESSAGE FROM  
OUR BOARD CHAIR

SMRITI THAPA , A YOUNG WOMAN  
FROM NEPAL , choked on her words as she 
told a roomful of Board members and staff from 
the International Women’s Health Coalition 
about the child marriage of her grandmother. 
With tears in her eyes, Thapa said she uses her 
voice to honor her grandmother and ensure a 
better life for her future granddaughter.

Her personal story is a reminder of how many 
girls in countries around the world continue to 
live without human rights. It is estimated that 12 
million girls are married each year, according to 
UNICEF.* Girls married under the age of 18 are 
less likely to finish school. They are more likely 
to experience complications in pregnancy. And 
they are too often victims of domestic violence.

As the Board Chair of IWHC for the last five 
years, I’ve heard countless stories of women and 
girls who are unable to make decisions about 
their bodies. And while we have a long way to 
go, I am proud to say that groups like IWHC 
have contributed to the worldwide decline in 
child marriage over the last decade. 

As I enter my final year as chair, I am reflecting 
on what our staff and community of donors 
have accomplished together over the years. I 
have watched our grantmaking portfolio grow 

by leaps, culminating in IWHC’s largest ever 
grantmaking budget, with $4 million in active 
grants over the 2017 fiscal year. I have seen 
IWHC train scores of next generation leaders 
through our Advocacy in Practice program. 
And I have learned from extraordinary women’s 
organizations and feminist leaders worldwide. I 
have also had the honor of recognizing notable 
figures in women’s rights, including UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad 
al Hussein, former UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon, and US Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg. 

The global reach of IWHC’s work matters 
because it directly improves the sexual and 
reproductive health and rights of women and 
girls around the world. I am tremendously proud 
of the work we have done together. 

 

MARLENE HESS

*UNICEF data, March 6, 2018. UNICEF.org
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A RISING 
COUNTERFORCE 

US PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP was in 
office for just three days in January 2017 when he 
began his aggressive attacks on the sexual and 
reproductive rights of women and girls. 

President Trump reinstated and expanded 
the Mexico City Policy, or “Global Gag Rule,” 
by executive order, forbidding organizations 
overseas from receiving US global health funding 
if they provide—or even mention—abortion 
services. In a pattern that has played out since 
his election, the president also began stacking 
his administration with anti-abortion ideologues 
who have a noted opposition to women’s rights. 

Having held the line against successive 
conservative US governments, the International 
Women’s Health Coalition knew that immediate 
and strategic efforts would be essential to block 
the Trump administration’s onslaughts. 

In 2017, we ramped up our efforts in 
Washington, DC and at the United Nations, and 
acted as a powerful counterforce to Trump’s 
harmful policies. We sought new alliances across 
social movements to gain strength in coalitions. 
As grantmakers, we injected increased financial 
support into women’s organizations around the 
world, especially those that would be affected 
by harmful US foreign policy. And we launched 
a communications effort to counter the Trump 
administration’s false narratives with facts. 

RISE UP

“FOREIGN POLICY SHOULD  
BE ROOTED IN EVIDENCE  
AND RESULTS, NOT  
IDEOLOGY AND THE POLITICS  
OF PUNISHMENT.” 
Shannon Kowalski, Director of  
Advocacy and Policy at IWHC

Above: Shannon Kowalski © Equal Measures 2030

IWHC 2017 ANNUAL REPORT   9 



Advocating on Capitol Hill
IWHC held more than 
50 meetings with US 
congressional offices, briefing 
them about the impacts of 
harmful US policies and 
forging new allies. Armed 
with evidence, we pressed for 
Senate and House members 
to support favorable foreign 
policy for women’s reproductive 
health and rights. This included 
advocating for the Global 
Health, Empowerment and 
Rights Act to repeal the Global 
Gag Rule, and the Keeping 
Girls in School Act to ensure 
funding for girls’ education 
globally. 

Defending a  
Multilateral Approach
As co-conveners of the 
Women’s Right Caucus at the 
United Nations, we organized 
women’s groups from around 
the world to influence 
political negotiations at the 
Commission on the Status of 
Women (CSW)—the largest 
gathering on women’s rights 
worldwide. We denounced 
the Trump administration’s 
decision to include the hate 
group C-Fam in its delegation 
at the the UN CSW, and to cut 
funding to the UN Population 
Fund—the world’s largest 
provider of family planning 
services. 

Mobilizing the Movement
Working with more than 
a dozen coalitions, IWHC 
modeled our belief that 
reproductive health issues 
like access to contraception 
and abortion, maternal 
mortality, and sexually 
transmitted infections cannot 
be addressed in isolation. We 
worked across sectors with 
prominent advocacy groups 
like Planned Parenthood as 
well as in allied sectors, like 
Amnesty International and the 
LGBT rights group Outright 
International, to increase the 
movement’s impact to achieve 
equality and justice.

We know that advocacy works. When we mobilize quickly with our allies by our side, we are a strong 
and effective counterforce to opposition assaults.

RISE UP

Photos (from left): Nina Besser-Doorley, Senior Program Officer with IWHC speaks at a congressional briefing in Washington DC © Julie Ann Woodford for 
IWHC. Women Human Rights Closing session of the Commission on the Status of Women Youth Forum, where IWHC participates annually © UN Women/
Ryan Brown. A protester during the feminist protests that shook Argentina in 2017 © Fotografías Emergentes / Flickr.
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Big Ideas for Women and  
Girls Coalition

The Coalition for Adolescent Girls 

The Council for Global Equality 

Gender-Based Violence Coalition

Girls Not Brides Global

Girls Not Brides USA 

Global AIDS Policy Partnership

Global Health Council

International Family Planning Coalition

International Sexual and  
Reproductive Rights Coalition 

Sexual and Reproductive Health 

and Rights Roundtable 

The Women’s Major Group 

Women’s Rights Caucus 

Youth Health and Rights Coalition

UNSTOPPABLE 
COALITIONS 
A partial list of IWHC’s key coalition work*: 
*Highlighted names represent IWHC leadership roles. 

RISE UP
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DEFENDING  
ABORTION RIGHTS

IN JUNE 2017, Monica 
Oguttu painted a horrific picture 
to a journalist at Kenya’s Daily 
Nation newspaper. Oguttu, 
executive director of the Kisumu 
Medical and Education Trust 
(KMET) in Western Kenya, and 
a grantee of the International 
Women’s Health Coalition, told 
the publication why she had, 
many years earlier, decided 
to give up her job as a nurse 
midwife to work as an activist. 

“One morning, a 16-year-old girl 
came to the hospital after an 
abortion and a quack [unsafe 
abortion provider] had damaged 
her uterus and the vital organs 
in her body.” 

The girl’s pleas for help shook 
Oguttu, who calls the stigma 
around abortion in Kenya a “silent 
killer.” According to the World 
Health Organization, an estimated 
25 million unsafe abortions occur 
each year worldwide. Throughout 
Africa, Asia, Latin America, and 
elsewhere, women and girls 
suffer not just discrimination and 
abuse, but bodily injury and death. 

RISE UP
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IWHC’s funding is grounded 
in the right to access safe 
and legal abortion worldwide. 
In 2017, IWHC funded 16 
organizations in 10 countries 
to strengthen abortion services 
and advocacy—from education 
hotlines and online platforms to 
the training of medical students 
and providers. 

Our work also tackles harmful 
US policies, like the Global Gag 
Rule (see page 10), and works 
collectively with partners to do 
critical research that informs 
global calls to action. To fight 
the policy, last year IWHC 

began documenting its harmful 
effects in Nigeria, Kenya, and 
South Africa, and presented our 
initial findings to the US Senate 
in October 2017. 

IWHC is also fighting the 
growing trend in medical 
providers—from Italy to 
Uruguay—denying women 
abortion care by invoking 
their conscience or religion. In 
2017, we co-hosted the first 
international convening on 
this issue, where KMET joined 
others to coordinate efforts to 
combat the refusal by medical 
providers to perform abortions. 

For Monica Oguttu, and 
activists like her worldwide, 
increasing attacks on abortion 
rights are not abstract—they 
result in life-or-death situations. 
For KMET, the choice is stark: 
refusing US government funds 
under the Global Gag Rule will 
result in the closure of clinics 
that provide vital health services 
to women. Accepting those 
funds means offering less than 
comprehensive, quality care, 
and sending women back to 
clandestine providers. It is a 
lose-lose situation. 

As a result, Oguttu expects 
to see a rise in unplanned 
pregnancies, complications of 
pregnancy, and maternal deaths 
in Kenya. And she plans to keep 
fighting on behalf of Kenya’s 
women and girls. “Somebody 
needs to speak on behalf of the 
voiceless,” she says. 

“WE NEED TO CREATE A FUTURE WHERE IT IS 
UNACCEPTABLE FOR A GIRL OR A WOMAN TO 
SUFFER GRIEVOUS PHYSICAL OR MENTAL HARM 
BECAUSE SHE WAS UNABLE TO ACCESS A TIMELY, 
SENSITIVE, AND SAFE ABORTION SERVICE.” 
Suchitra Dalvie from IWHC grantee Asia Safe Abortion Partnership

Abortion Defenders: Spotlight on IWHC Grantee

Since 2005, IWHC has awarded nearly $500,000 to PROMSEX: 
Centro de Promoción y Defensa de los Derechos Sexuales y 
Reproductivos. PROMSEX works in Peru to expand access to safe 
and legal abortion and prevent violence against women and LGBT 
people. PROMSEX defends the legal rights of women and girls and 
helps to advocate for a woman’s right to an abortion in cases of rape. 

RISE UP
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In 2017, inspired by the 
Whitman Institute’s Trust-
Based Philanthropy model for 
social good,* we strengthened 
our funding approach.

Organizations need flexibility, 
particularly when they 
work in politically shifting 
environments. To provide room 

A Nigerian Hotline for Sexual and Reproductive Health 

In Nigeria, our confidence in and support of Education as a Vaccine 
(EVA) has powered change. In a country where more than half of the 
population is under the age of 30, EVA’s hotline for young people 
provides necessary information about sexual and reproductive health, 
including HIV/AIDS prevention. The organization has responded to more 
than one million messages through their hotline since the service began. 

Olabukunola Williams, EVA’s executive director, sums up the value of 
providing programs for sexual and reproductive health: “If you actually 
guarantee the right of adolescents and young people to health, to 
education, and to decent work, then of course your country is going to grow. 
And more importantly, it’s going to be a more equitable and just society.”

FUNDING FOR POWER 

POWER UP

FOR NEARLY 35 YEARS, THE INTERNATIONAL 

WOMEN’S HEALTH COALITION HAS FINANCIALLY 

SUPPORTED ORGANIZATIONS AROUND THE 

WORLD THAT ADVANCE THE SEXUAL AND 

REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH AND RIGHTS OF  

WOMEN AND GIRLS. 

for our grantees to determine 
their own priorities, IWHC 
reduced its administrative 
paperwork so that our 
grantees have more capacity 
to carry out programs and 
serve their communities. We 
gave more general support 
grants. We also reinforced 
our longstanding model of 
providing hands-on help that 
extends “beyond the check,” 
such as technical assistance 
for strategic, financial, and 
succession planning. 

With this enhanced approach, 
IWHC is working to create 
lasting partnerships that 
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are truly beneficial—and not 
bureaucratic—to our grantees. 
Our goal is to listen to our 
grantee partners, and fortify 
not only the work of individual 
women’s organizations, but to 
build a global movement of 
resilient advocates who fight for 
sexual and reproductive rights. 

Executive Director Dinah 
Musindarwezo from our 
longstanding partner 
organization and grantee 
FEMNET in Kenya (pictured, 
right), recently said, “You 
show us the true meaning 
of sisterhood through your 
commitment to the organization 
and our work. And for that we 
greatly appreciate IWHC.” 

POWER UP

*“Key Principles of Trust-Based Philanthropy,” 
The Whitman Institute. 

Defending Women’s Rights in  
Repressive Countries 

When funding for women’s organizations globally is threatened or 
eliminated, IWHC’s trust and investment in our partner organizations 
and activists can be a lifeline. In Brazil, Egypt, and Turkey, our grants in 
2017 injected financial support to women’s rights organizations facing 
governments hostile to sexual and reproductive health. In Turkey, as 
crackdowns on civil society and women’s groups continued, IWHC 
provided a grant to Women for Women’s Human Rights to build their 
capacity to fight government abuses and hold Turkey accountable to 
the gender equality goals of the UN’s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 
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THE ARC OF CHANGE 
IN PAKISTAN 

POWER UP

Razia Bano is one of two female boxers at a well-known all boys boxing club in Pakistan. The teen is striving for Olympic gold and becoming a symbol for 
women in public spaces. © Aahung
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POWER UP

“EARLY ON, OUR 
VALUES AND VISION 
AS A RIGHTS-BASED 
ORGANIZATION WERE 
SHAPED BY THE WAY 
IWHC EMPHASIZED 
THE INDIVIDUAL AND 
NOT JUST THE TARGET 
NUMBER.” 
Sheena Hadi, Executive 
Director of Aahung

IN JANUARY 2018, seven-
year-old Zainab Ansari was 
brutally raped, murdered, and 
discarded in a garbage dump 
in Punjab province in Pakistan. 
Public uproar following this 
heinous crime pressured the 
government to address violence 
against girls. 

In Sindh Province, the 
government responded by 
reaching out to International 
Women’s Health Coalition 
grantee partner Aahung, 
founded in 1995. Aahung had 
by 2018 already rolled out its 
“life skills based education,” a 
sexuality education curriculum, 
in hundreds of public schools. 
Long before the provincial 

government was ready to 
embrace Aahung’s work, the 
organization had been leading 
the way in educating girls and 
boys to stem pervasive child 
sex abuse.

When executive director 
Sheena Hadi joined Aahung, 
she was warned about the 
many challenges she would 
face teaching young children 
about their bodies and health. 
But IWHC recognized Aahung’s 
vision early on. Our very first 
grant to Aahung was made 
in 1999. Since that time, our 
funding has enabled Aahung 
to extensively test the life-skills 
based education curriculum; 
work with parents, teachers, 

and school administrators; and 
form a relationship with the 
government to scale the work. 

In 2017, IWHC honored Hadi at 
a ceremony in New York City. 
Accepting the award, she said, 
“The greatest lesson I have 
learned from the International 
Women’s Health Coalition has 
been how the organization has 
always respected Aahung’s 
autonomy and encouraged us 
to lead in the design of our own 
programs while offering steady 
guidance and support.” 

Today, we aren’t the only ones 
taking notice of Aahung’s 
work. In the wake of Ansari’s 
murder, Sindh Province—
Pakistan’s second most-
populous—announced it will 
formally integrate the Aahung 
curriculum across 45,000 
schools in the public school 
system, reaching hundreds 
of thousands of students. 
Balochistan Province followed 
shortly thereafter, and will roll 
out the curriculum in 2018.

IWHC’s partnership with 
Aahung exemplifies a core 
philosophy of our work. 
With strategic thinking and 
substantial investment, we can 
help produce not only short-
term successes, but long-
term outcomes that result in 
systemic change. 
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OVER THE LAST TEN YEARS, THE INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S HEALTH COALITION HAS TRAINED 
AND EMPOWERED 250 YOUNG PEOPLE FROM 54 
COUNTRIES THROUGH OUR SIGNATURE ADVOCACY  
IN PRACTICE (AIP) PROGRAM. 

FUTURE FIGHTERS 

BUILD UP

In 2017, we held two trainings 
at our New York offices for 20 
participants in preparation for 
two UN policy-setting meetings. 
Attendees came from countries 
as far away as Fiji, Lebanon, and 
Rwanda to learn how to influence 
government decision-makers.

AIP’s intensive, multi-day 
trainings brings together future 
leaders of feminist movements: 

young people who can lead 
the charge for sexual and 
reproductive health and rights 
in their home countries and 
globally. Participants gather to 
deepen their understanding 
of the UN system, identify 
shared priorities, develop 
their “ask,” and lobby their 
governments for change. Our 
trainings teach them how to 
convey their message through 

mock negotiations and through 
hands-on engagement in actual 
UN processes. Participants 
bring these skills back to 
their countries to hold their 
governments to account. 

The AIP training can be life 
changing: participants have said 
that it built their confidence and 
gave them the courage to speak 
up in sometimes intimidating 
policymaking spaces. An 
example is AIP alumna May-i 
Fabros, who first lobbied the 
Philippines delegation at the 
2013 UN Commission on the 
Status of Women. She later 
joined the Philippines Foreign 
Service, where she continues 
to advocate for progressive 
policies that advance the rights 
of women and girls. 

By training the next generation 
of leaders, IWHC is building 
connections and solidarity 
to further the movement for 
sexual and reproductive health 
and rights. 
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BUILD UP

Left: AIP particpants in New York at IWHC’s office before the Commission on the Status of Women. © IWHC 
Above: Miki Wali, a 2017 Advocacy In Practice participant, trans activist and co-founder of the Haus of Khameleon movement working in Fiji and the Pacific, 
with Phumzile Mlambo, United Nations under-secretary general and executive director of UN Women. © UN Women/Ryan Brown
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POWER LESSONS

BUILD UP

“IN AN EFFORT TO TURN HINDSIGHT INTO FORESIGHT, IWHC 
CARRIED OUT A RETROSPECTIVE EVALUATION TO UNPACK 
LESSONS LEARNED FROM A VICTORIOUS STRUGGLE.”
Gita Sen, Co-Founder of Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN)

Gita Sen, an internationally acclaimed expert and co-founder of Development Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN), speaks on the panel launching 
IWHC’s Power Lessons report. © Elias Williams for IWHC.
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THE WOMEN’S 
MOVEMENT REJOICED 
at the 2015 landmark victory, 
when governments worldwide 
adopted the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development by 
consensus. Unlike the previous 
Millennium Development Goals, 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals not only included a 
standalone goal for gender 
equality, but also targets 
to advance the sexual and 
reproductive rights of women 
and girls, end child marriage, 
and ensure education for girls. 

Equally important was the 
negotiation process. A diverse 
coalition of over 600 women’s 
groups—with the International 
Women’s Health Coalition as 
a lead organizer—relentlessly 
advocated over the course 
of three years to present a 
common agenda and prioritize 
the rights of women and girls at 
every step. 

IWHC knew that this story 
was too important to go 
undocumented. After decades 
of women’s organizing, we have 
learned that, too often, women’s 
achievements go unrecognized 
or claimed by others. This time, 
the strategies used by women’s 
civil society groups from 
hundreds of countries needed 
to be shared right away, while 
memories were fresh. 

In March 2017, we published 
a 50-page report titled Power 
Lessons—the result of seven 
months of interviews, research, 
and analysis. This retrospective, 
and an accompanying 
documentary film, analyzed 
our lessons learned and was 
shared widely throughout the 
movement for reflection and 
continued advocacy. 

There are many battles left to 
fight. Governments must be held 
accountable to the Sustainable 
Development Goals, and 
women’s groups will again be at 
the forefront of that challenge. In 
celebrating our successes and 
sharing our struggles, IWHC is 
powering the women’s movement 
with the tools and resources to 
inform the work ahead. 

IWHC’s Top Ten Advocacy Lessons  
from Negotiating the SDGs 

1.	 Build a transparent and inclusive method of working

2.	 Work across issues, not in silos

3.	 Organize early, prioritize demands, and develop unified positions

4.	 Find champions and build relationships of trust

5.	 Deliver clear and consistent messages and put persistent pressure 
on governments

6.	 Utilize innovative and visible communications strategies

7.	 Fund meaningful participation, especially from the Global South

8.	 Utilize existing political and institutional structures

9.	 Identify gaps in our own expertise and build capacity

10.	 Link global advocacy to national advocacy, and strengthen the 
movement at every level

BUILD UP
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FY2017 At a Glance

Africa:  
$717,859 

Asia & the Pacific:  
$450,354 

Europe:  
$117,716 

Latin America:  
$707,313 

Middle East & North Africa:  
$168,645

North America:  
$7,972

GRANTS BY REGION

Grants in FY 2017

130 GRANTS AWARDED

37 COUNTRIES

$2.1 MILLION
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GRANTS TO PARTNERS 
Fiscal Year 2017: October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017

AFRICA

Regional
African Women’s 
Development and 
Communication Network 
(FEMNET) $75,000
Strengthen African women’s 
advocacy on gender equality, 
women’s human rights, and 
sexual and reproductive health 
and rights (SRHR) across the 
continent and in regional and 
global advocacy spaces.

Cameroon
Association de Lutte contre 
les Violences faites aux 
Femmes Extrême-Nord 
(ALVF-EN) $48,000
Empower and support survivors 
of early and forced marriage, 
gender-based violence, and 
displacement.

Association pour la 
Promotion de l’Autonomie 
et des Droits de la Jeune 
Fille (APAD) $31,500
Empower at-risk girls and 
survivors of early and forced 
marriage, including young 
mothers, with SRHR information 
and livelihoods training. 

Kenya
Kisumu Medical and 
Education Trust  
(KMET) $102,000
Improve access to comprehensive 
sexuality education and youth-
centered services in Western 
Kenya, including sexual and 
gender-based violence services, 
and host a Kenyan Partner Forum 
to bring together IWHC grantee-
partners and other likeminded 
activists to strategize on ways 
forward for policy advocacy at 
national and county levels. 

Trust for Indigenous 
Culture And Health (TICAH) 
$95,000
Advocate for and provide 
comprehensive sexuality 
education and safe abortion 
services and implement 
a research partnership to 
document the social and 
and implement a research 
partnership to document the 
effects of the Global Gag Rule 
on SRHR in Kenya.

Nigeria
Education as a Vaccine 
(EVA) $154,641
Conduct advocacy to advance 
the SRHR of young people, 
especially adolescent girls and 

provide comprehensive SRHR 
information for young people 
across the country through a 
hotline, text messaging, and 
online services; implement 
a research partnership to 
document the effects of the 
Global Gag Rule on SRHR  
in Kenya.

Generation Initiative for 
Women and Youth Network 
(GIWYN) $30,000
Increase women and girls’ 
access to safe abortion in 
Lagos State, Nigeria through 
community-based training 
and a hotline that provides 
accurate and nonjudgmental 
reproductive health and rights 
information to callers, including 
information on abortion. 

International Center for 
Reproductive Health and 
Sexual Rights (INCRESE) 
$46,600
Strengthen young people’s, 
especially adolescent girls’, 
capacity to make informed 
decisions about their lives in 
Minna, Niger State through 
a year-long Girls Leadership 
Program.
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South Africa
Masimanyane Women’s 
Rights International 
$26,000
Expand the organization’s Young 
Women’s Leadership Program 
to include abortion advocacy in 
the Eastern Cape Province. 

Sexual and Reproductive 
Justice Coalition (SRJC) 
$25,000 
Strengthen organizational 
capacity to lay the foundations 
for an invigorated and organized 
South African women’s 
movement. 

ASIA AND THE PACIFIC

Fiji
Diverse Voices and Action 
for Equality (Diva) $30,000
Strengthen lesbian, bisexual, and 
transgender-led feminist initiatives 
to advance sexual rights in Fiji 
and the Pacific Region. 

India
Asia Safe Abortion 
Partnership (ASAP) $160,000 
Improve access to safe abortion 
in Asia by advocating for it as 
a gender and rights issue, and 
by strengthening country-level 
advocacy networks.

Sama $30,000 
Expand access to SRHR services 
for marginalized, vulnerable 
young people in and around 
Delhi through empowerment, 
advocacy, and collaboration with 
health providers. 

Talking about Reproductive 
and Sexual Health Issues 
(TARSHI) $35,000 
Increase knowledge of sexuality 
from a rights perspective in 
India, especially for young 
people. 

The YP Foundation $30,100 
Build capacity for intersectional, 
feminist, rights-based, youth-
led SRHR advocacy internally, 
among partner organizations, 
and with young women in India. 

Pakistan
Aahung $110,000 
Strengthen and evaluate  
its program on life skills  
based education in Sindh 
Province. 

New Grantee Spotlight

In 2017, IWHC began a new partnership with the Generation Initiative 
for Women and Youth Network (GIWYN) in Nigeria when we provided 
a $30,000 grant for GIWYN to carry out its programs in Lagos State. 
GIWYN increases access to information about reproductive health 
and rights, and reduces the stigma of abortion through a national 
hotline called “Ms. Rosy.” It also manages the National Coalition for 
Reproductive Justice. 

Above: IWHC program officer Erin Williams is welcomed by the GIWYN team in Nigeria. © IWHC
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EASTERN EUROPE 

Regional
Central and Eastern 
European Women’s 
Network for Sexual and 
Reproductive Health and 
Rights (ASTRA) $50,000
Advocate for SRHR in  
Eastern Europe, while 
supporting its members 
through capacity building and 
information sharing.

LATIN AMERICA

Argentina
Católicas por el Derecho 
a Decidir-Argentina (CDD-
Argentina) $70,000
Expand access to and 
public support for safe, legal 
abortion in Argentina through 
communications strategies, 
advocacy, and institutional 
strengthening.

Centro de Estudios del 
Estado y Sociedad (CEDES) 
$83,455
Strengthen a national network 
of providers and legal advocates 
of safe abortion to develop 
sustainable public health  
policies and services that  
comply with existing regulations 
on legal abortion; defend an 
abortion provider facing a  
lawsuit for providing a legal 
abortion.

IWHC program officer Shena Cavallo meets with Odara, a new grantee partner that focuses on 
sexual and reproductive health in the Afro-Brazilian community. © Daniele Rodrigues for IWHC

Brazil
Católicas pelo Direito 
de Decidir (CDD-Brazil) 
$60,000
Defend and advance sexual and 
reproductive health and rights, 
especially access to safe and 
legal abortion.

Centro Feminista de 
Estudos e Assessoria 
(CFEMEA) $150,000
Advance and defend SRHR 
through monitoring and 
advocacy with the Brazilian 
Congress, the consolidation of 
the Feminist Free University 
as a leading online platform 
for political action, and the 

development of a framework 
on self-care and collective 
wellbeing for feminist activists. 

Grupo Curumim $67,000
Train and sensitize health 
providers, educators, and 
other professionals on 
adolescent SRHR along with 
corresponding guidelines; build 
the capacity of adolescents to 
advocate for these rights. 

Odara – Instituto da Mulher 
Negra $14,700
Develop a facilitation guide 
for Afro-Brazilian community 
leaders, activists, and others on 
Zika, racism, and women and 
girls’ rights and health.
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Ecuador
Fundación Sentimos Diverso 
$8,050
Create and disseminate 
information and multimedia 
content covering sexual and 
reproductive health topics in 
Ecuador and throughout Latin 
America utilizing a dynamic 
online platform. 

Mexico
Demysex: Red de 
Democracia y Sexualidad 
$4,300 
Conduct a workshop on 
the theory of change of 
comprehensive sexuality 
education initiatives in  
Latin America. 

Peru
Instituto de Educación y 
Salud (IES) $42,000
Advocate for educational 
authorities to improve 
the implementation of 
comprehensive sexuality 
education in Peru. 

Uruguay
Mujer y Salud en Uruguay 
(MYSU) $151,375 
Advocate for expanded access 
to safe, high quality sexual and 
reproductive health services, 
including abortion services; 
co-host with IWHC, a global 
convening on the use of 
conscience claims to refuse 
abortion care. 

Françoise Girard, president of IWHC, sits with schoolchildren in Pakistan, where Aahung, a longtime grantee 
partner, implements education programs that provide accurate information on puberty, peer pressure, sexual 
harassment, and body protection, among other issues. © Adil Hussain for IWHC

MIDDLE EAST AND 
NORTH AFRICA

Lebanon
The A Project $23,000 
Provide accurate, non-judgmental 
sexual and reproductive health 
information and to build ties 
between the women’s movement 
and the health sector in Lebanon. 

Turkey
Women for Women’s Human 
Rights (WWHR) $58,000 
Build the capacity of local civil 
society organizations to monitor 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals and hold the government 
accountable for its commitments.

IWHC provides additional grants to partners in 
the Middle East and North Africa region, some 
of which are not listed here.

RAPID RESPONSE 
GRANTS

Argentina
Centro de Estudios del 
Estado y Sociedad (CEDES) 
$3,300
Defend a health care provider 
facing a lawsuit for providing a 
legal abortion.

Peru
PROMSEX: Centro de 
Promoción y Defensa de 
los Derechos Sexuales y 
Reproductivos $7,000 
Defend two important women’s 
health policies in Peru against 
lawsuits. 
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GLOBAL AND 
REGIONAL ADVOCACY
Commonwealth Medical 
Trust (Commat) $8,000 
Support to engage in 
activities supporting civil 
society engagement on the 
implementation, follow-up, 
and review of health-related 
Sustainable Development  
Goals, particularly SRHR , in  
the 2030 Agenda. 

IWHC and Mujer y Salud en 
Uruguay (MYSU): Convening 
on Conscientious Objection 
to Abortion $76,588
Support for 33 individuals from 
20 countries to participate in 
the first international convening 
to explore the refusal to 
provide abortion care based 
on so-called conscience 
claims. The convening included 
policymakers, academics, health 
professionals, legal experts, and 
feminist activists.

50th Commission 
on Population and 
Development
$70,293
Support for 18 individuals from 
15 countries (Argentina, Belize, 
Brazil, Colombia, Egypt, Fiji,  
India, Kenya, Lithuania, Mexico, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Poland, 
South Africa, and Tunisia) to 
advocate at the United Nation’s 
annual gathering to review 
implementation and take actions 
on the Programme of Action for 
the International Conference on 
Population and Development. 

ACTIVE MULTI-YEAR GRANTS

The following grantee partners were active in fiscal year 2017  
with grants awarded during previous fiscal years.

India
Creating Resources for Empowerment in Action  
(CREA) $105,000
Build and strengthen feminist leadership, advance human rights 
and expand sexual and reproductive freedoms through capacity 
building, advocacy, resources, and communications. 

The Coalition for Maternal-Neonatal Health and  
Safe Abortion (CommonHealth) $40,325
Build the capacity of coalition members to advocate for SRHR  
at the state and national level in India 

Peru
PROMSEX: Centro de Promoción y Defensa de los 
Derechos Sexuales y Reproductivos $120,000 
Expand access to safe and legal abortion in Peru by building 
support for legal change and improving access to therapeutic 
abortion services.

61st Commission on the 
Status of Women $71,618
Support for 20 individuals 
from 14 countries (Argentina, 
Cameroon, Egypt, Fiji, Ghana, 
India, Kenya, Mexico, Poland, 
Rwanda, Turkey, Uganda, 
Uruguay, and Zimbabwe) to 
advocate at the largest UN 
gathering focused on achieving 
gender equality and women’s 
human rights.

High Level Political Forum 
$25,602
Support for six individuals from 
four countries (Canada, Kenya, 
Nigeria, Turkey) to advocate at 
the main United Nations platform 
on sustainable development that 
plays a central role in the follow-
up and review of progress toward 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals and 2030 Agenda.

Thirteen additional individual grants for a total of $29,467 covered travel to global meetings involving 
technical expert groups in multilateral processes, data, regional, and youth initiatives.
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THANK YOU  
TO OUR DONORS
Fiscal Year 2017: October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017

$100,000 and up
Anonymous (3)
Ford Foundation
The William and Flora Hewlett 

Foundation
Danny Kaye and Sylvia Fine 

Kaye Foundation
The Kendeda Fund
The John D. and Catherine T. 

MacArthur Foundation
Oak Foundation
Open Society Foundations
The David and Lucile Packard 

Foundation
Howard and Sarah D. Solomon 

Foundation

$99,999 to $50,000
Anonymous
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Centene Charitable Foundation
Patricia and Alexander M. 

Farman-Farmaian 
Marlene Hess and Jim Zirin 
Blanchette Hooker  

Rockefeller Fund
Sophie Nicholson 
Marnie S. Pillsbury
Tarek Sherif 

$49,999 to $25,000
Anonymous (2)
Stanley Eisenberg 
Catherine A. Gellert 
Françoise Girard and  

David Knott

Hilary Gosher and David Quigley
Matthew G. Hurd and  

Shari A. Shepard
Jamie Nicholls and  

Francis Biondi 
Susan and Peter Nitze
Peter G. Peterson and Joan 

Ganz Cooney
Steven Rattner and  

Maureen White
P. Roy and Diana T. Vagelos
	
$24,999 to $10,000
Holly S. Anderson
Anonymous 
Maureen Aung-Thwin
John E. Craig, Jr.
Katherine Farley and  

Jerry Speyer
Barbara and Peter Georgescu
Patricia M. Gruber
The Marc Haas Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Israel 
Sheila Labrecque
Annie and Ned Lamont
Laura Landro and  

Richard E. Salomon
Sandra and Hugh Lawson
Kirtna Pai Mehta
Sharmin Mossavar-Rahmani
Pat and Peter Nadosy
Kathleen Regan and  

Michael Northrop
The Edward John and Patricia 

Rosenwald Foundation
Peter Craig Russell

Robin and Sandy Stuart Fund
The Thompson Family 

Foundation
Shireen Uttam
Cynthia Young and  

George Eberstadt 

9,999 to $5,000
Lisa Alumkal and Paul Markovich
James Attwood
Neeti Bhalla
Capital One Bank
Ellen Chesler and  

Matthew Mallow
Raoul-Sam D. Daruwala
Vivian Donnelley
Suzanne Frye
Milly and Arne Glimcher
Beth and Gary Glynn
Google, Inc.
The Hanley Foundation
Bruce C. Horten
Elizabeth Jardina and  

Brian Stoler 
Anne Kanard
Jurate Kazickas and  

Roger Altman
The Leonard and Judy  

Lauder Fund
The Ronald and Jo Carole 

Lauder Foundation
Phyllis Mailman
Robert Menschel and  

Janet Wallach
Harrison Miller and Clare 

McCamy Giving Fund
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Nicholas Family Charitable Trust
Kate and Bob Niehaus
Perella Weinberg Partners 

Capital Management LP
The Roney-Liu Fund
June and Paul Schorr
Paul Sekhri
Yael Taqqu and Jeremy Levine
Anna L. Nordberg Thompson 

and Brant Thompson
Barbara and John Vogelstein

$4,999 to $2,500
Anonymous 
Ingrid Aparicio
Patricia Begley
Helene Churchill
Julia Pershan Cohen and 

Jonathan Cohen
Joyce Cowin
Nita Ditele-Bourgeois
Nancy and Hart Fessenden
Fiduciary Trust Company 

International
Effie and Robert Fribourg
Mary Ann Fribourg
Diya Gangopadhyay
Amanda Hindlian and  

Raymond Barzana
Elaine and Arie Hochberg
Ms. Sandra Horbach and  

Mr. Steven Skoler
Michelle and Stephen Kelly
Stella Lam
Lazarus Marhenke and Michele 

Coleman
Isabelle Bain Marquet
Mr. and Mrs. Roman Martinez IV
Richard and Ronay Menschel
The Moore Charitable 

Foundation. Inc.
Jameela R. Pedicini
Yvonne S. Quinn
Pilar Crespi Robert
Susan and David Rockefeller
Susan Rudin

Lisa and David T. Schiff
Donna Smolens
Andrew Solomon and John 

Habich Solomon
Douglas D. Thomas
Brian Tice
Valeska von Schirmeister
Lulu C. Wang

$2,499 to $1,000
The Allstate Foundation 
Anika Agarwal
Amherst Foundation
Andy Warhol Foundation  

for the Visual Arts, Inc.
Anonymous (2)
Charlotte S. Artus
Betsy Aubrey and E. Steve 

Lichtenberg
The Bachmann Strauss  

Family Fund
Anna and Dean Backer
Michael Bacon
Mr. and Mrs. D. Euan Baird
Baker Tilly
Peter Banks
Ken and Debbie Baron
Steffi Berne and  

Lizzie Berne DeGear 
Leslie and George Biddle
Ludmila Schwarzenberg Bidwell
Riley Blaakman

BlackRock, Inc.
Yildiz Blackstone
Freya and Richard Block  

Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Block
Botwinick-Wolfensohn 

Foundation
Jo Ivey Boufford
Wendy M. Breck
Brian Brink
Veronica Bulgari
Stuart C. Burden
Carniglia-Baker Family Trust
Lisa Cashin
The Cheka Fund at  

The Miami Foundation
Chen Family Fund
Congregation Rodeph Sholom
Barbara B. Crane
Daniela Crofton
Elissa Cullman
Lisa Dallmer
Gail Dinter-Gottlieb and  

Philip Gottlieb
Ruth Dixon-Mueller
Jean Drouin
Dominique Durand-Goldberg
E Pluribus II Fund
Jana Edelbaum and  

Michael Abbott
Caryn Effron

AFTER AMERICA’S RECENT, MOST DEVASTATING 
GLOBAL GAG RULE WENT INTO EFFECT, I WANTED 
TO GET INVOLVED WITH AN ORGANIZATION  
THAT HAD EXPERIENCE FIGHTING FOR WOMEN’S 
HEALTH AND RIGHTS ACROSS THE WORLD.  
THE IWHC BAY AREA LEADERSHIP COUNCIL  
GAVE ME THAT CHANCE.
Anna Nordberg Thompson, Bay Area Leadership Council
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Fleming Fund of the  
Berkshire Taconic 
Community Foundation 

Kathleen M. Foley
Barry Friedberg and Charlotte 

Moss Family Foundation
Lori Friedman
Laura Furstenthal
The G and I Butler Family 

Foundation, Inc.
Kathleen R. Gerard
Adrienne Germain
Jon Kevin Gossett
Joshua and Caroline Gray
Clare R. Gregorian
Christine H. Grumm
Agnes Gund
Lana Harber
Robert Henry and Lee Foote
Frances W. Hill
Sara and Ryan Hinkle
Elizabeth A. Hochman
Maisie K. Houghton
Elizabeth Hurley
Helene D. Jaffe
Ann Kaplan
Farah M. Kathwari
Jennifer and Jordan Katz
Amy Kaufman
Suzannah Kellner
Robert Kennedy and  

Linda Cicero
Dana Kirchman and  

Mark K. Wiedman

Sanjana Koshy
Ellen M. Lazarus
Suzanne Lubell
Wendy Mackenzie
Meera Mani
KC Maurer
Amy Millette
Michael R. Minkoff
Nancy and Joe Missett
Marie-Claude Nadeau and 

Jeffrey Dahmus 
Brooke Garber Neidich and 

Daniel Neidich 
Yvette and Aryeh Neier
Stephen Novick
Joey O’Loughlin
Janice Oresman
Patricia M. Patterson
Rosalind P. Petchesky
Ann and Joseph Pierson
Blair Pillsbury and Jack Enders
Mindy Pollack
Naheed Quaisar
Bahman Rabii 
Grace Richardson
RNJ Iyer Charitable Foundation
Janet C. Ross
Laura Ross
Dorothy J. Samuels
Phillip and Donna Satow
Elizabeth F. Schaaf
Peter and Jacqueline Segall
Barbara Slifka
Barbara M. Smith

Imelda and Peter Sobiloff
Susan and Peter J. Solomon
Martha S. Sproule
Dianne and James Stuart
Victoria J. Summers
Barbara Alden Taylor
Suzanne Thompson Fund
Kim Tiberia
Paul van Delft
Melinda and William  

vanden Heuvel
Jerome Villalba
Olga Votis
Gregory H. Warner
Denie and Frank Weil
Sue Ann Weinberg 
Lauren Green Weisenfeld
Penelope West
Victoria Westhead
White Cedar Fund
Anita and Byron Wien
Wolfensohn Family Foundation
Susan Y. Wood
Francesca Zambello
Laura and Rodney Zemmel 

$999 to $500
Anonymous (2)
Anne Beane Rudman Fund
Kitty Berry
The Howard and Judy  

Berkowitz Foundation
Sonya Bogaars
Booster, LLC
Elizabeth C. Campbell
Claire Churchill
Mary Lou D’silva
Nicolas DiCiaccio
Mark Doliner
Lynn B. Donaldson
Feldesman Tucker Leifer  

Fidell LLP
Una Fogarty
The Garrett Family Foundation
Rachel Geller
Diane and Jay Goldsmith

I AM PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE IWHC NEW 
YORK LEADERSHIP COUNCIL COMMUNITY. 
TOGETHER, WE HEAR FROM IWHC AND ITS 
GRANTEE AND ADVOCACY PARTNERS ON THE 
CHALLENGES THAT WOMEN AND GIRLS FACE 
GLOBALLY, AND THE SOLUTIONS WE CAN ALL 
TAKE TO IMPROVE LIVES.
Susan Nitze, IWHC Vice Chair & New York Leadership Council
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Yael Gottlieb and  
Paul Fronckowiak 

Jan Graham
Linda J. Greenhouse
Wesley and Terry Guylay
Stephen Heintz
Seth Hendon
Rachel Hines
Nancy and Charlie Hoppin
Sarah Janiak
Janklow Foundation
JustGiving
Sonia Kapoor
Marina P and Stephen E 

Kaufman Foundation
The Cynthia Keenan Williams 

Family Giving Fund
Jessica Lamb

Cheryl Lehman
Joan Leiman
Lee and Fritz Link
David and Maria Mankin
Will Margiloff
Tom Merrick and Elaine Murphy
Phyllis J. Mills
Jamie Morea
Fiona Napier
Elizabeth Orr
Mona Patel
Siv and Nicholas Paumgarten
Vicky and Robert Pennoyer
The Pittman Family Foundation
Elizabeth and William Porteous
Lindsay Quass
Ayo N. Roach
Leah M. Rocketto

Lois and Lester Salans
Linda R. Senat
Evelyne Thomas
Candace D. and  

Jonathan Wainwright
Joseph Walton
Amy Yenkinnot

In Kind Contributions
Mary Claire Baker and Davis 

Carniglia
Ruth Dixon-Mueller
Jeeves New York
Lagunitas Brewing Company
McKinsey & Company
Perkins Coie, LLP
Turnbull Winery
Sullivan Cromwell
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87%	 FOUNDATIONS    $10,551,988 

1%	 OTHER    $149,591

12%	 INDIVIDUALS    $1,450,911

78%	 PROGRAM    $5,280,834 

10%	 ADMINISTRATION &  
	 MANAGEMENT    $645,514 

12%	 FUNDRAISING    $811,958 

FINANCIAL  
STATEMENTS 

Revenue

Fiscal Year 2017: October 1, 2016 to September 30, 2017

Expenses
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2017 2016

ASSETS 
Current Assets

Cash and Cash Equivalents 6,050,484 4,518,765

Grants and Contributions Receivable 2,949,140 468,907

Prepaid Expenses and Other Current Assets 127,456 59,196

Total Current Assets $9,127,080 $5,046,868

Grants and Contributions Receivable, net $1,967,726 –

Property and Equipment, net 28,912 29,653

Total Assets $11,140,210 $5,076,521

LIAB I LITI ES & N ET ASSETS
Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses 308,108 219,714

Grants Payable 602,393 95, 091

Total Current Liabilities $910,501 $314,805

Deferred Rent 88,594 51,313

Other Liabilities 16,492 –

Total Liabilities $1,015,587 $366,118

COM M ITM E NTS & CONTI NG E NCI ES
Net Assets

Unrestricted:

Board-Designated — Operating Reserve 1,888,732 1,736,252

Board-Designated — Director’s Reserve 2,061,107 1,957,306

Total Unrestricted Net Assets $3,949,839 $3,693,558

Temporarily Restricted 6,174,784 1,016,845

Total Net Assets $10,124,623 $4,710,403

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $11,140,210 $5,076,521

Financial Statements: Fiscal Year 2017

STATEMENT OF  
FINANCIAL POSITION
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2017 2016

Unrestricted  Temporarily 
Restricted

 Total Unrestricted  Temporarily 
Restricted

 Total

SUPPORT & REVENUE
Contributions – Foundations and Others 4,377,204 6,174,784 10,551,988  4,645,839 1,016,845  5,662,684

Contributions – Individuals 554,875 – 554,875  637,546 –  637,546

Grants – Government Agencies — – —  105,195 – 105,195

Special Events 1,086,094 – 1,086,094  720,865 –  720,865

Direct Expenses of Special Events (190,058) – (190,058)  (129,238) – (129,238)

Investment Income 4,993 – 4,993  3,519 –  3,519

Miscellaneous Income 144,598 – 144,598  111,660 –  111,660

Net Assets Released from Restrictions 1,016,845 (1,016,845) –  100,000 (100,000) –

Total Support and Revenue $6,994,551 $5,157,939 $12,152,490 $6,195,386 $916,845 $7,112,231

EXPE NSES

Program Services

Advocacy and Policy 1,447,261 – 1,447,261 1,392,568 – 1,392,568

Strengthening International Partnerships 2,299,005 – 2,299,005 2,059,370 – 2,059,370

Learning, Monitoring & Evaluation 713,771 – 713,771  611,183 –  611,183

Coalition Institutional Capacity 820,797 – 820,797 470,096 – 470,096

Total Program Services Expenses $5,280,834 – $5,280,834 $4,533,217 – $4,533,217

Institutional Development

Management, Administrative  
& Board Liaison 645,514 – 645,514 722,375 – 722,375

Fundraising 811,958 – 811,958  681,805 –  681,805

Total Institutional 
Development Expenses $1,457,472 – $1,457,472 $1,404,180 – $1,404,180

Total Expenses $6,738,306 – $6,738,306 $5,937,397 – $5,937,397

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets before 
Foreign Currency Exchange Gain (Loss) 256,245 5,157,939 5,414,184 257,989 916,845 1,174,834

Realized Foreign Currency  
Exchange Gain (Loss) 36 – 45 45 – 45

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets 256,281 5,157,939 5,414,220  258,034 916,845 1,174,879

Net Assets, Beginning of Year 3,693,558 1,016,845 4,710,403 3,435,524 100,000 3,535,524

Net Assets, End of Year $3,949,839 $6,174,784 $10,124,623 $3,693,558 $1,016,845 $4,710,403

Financial Statements: Fiscal Year 2017 
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND  
CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
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LINDSEY AMATO
Development Manager, Individual Giving

JULIANA CARREIRO AVILA
Fellow, Advocacy & Policy

JOCELYN BERGER
Program Officer, International Partnerships

NINA BESSER DOORLEY
Senior Program Officer, US Foreign Policy

CARLENE BURKE
Staff Accountant

SHENA CAVALLO
Program Officer, International Partnerships

MICHELLE CHASTEEN
Digital & Marketing Specialist

JESSIE CLYDE
Director of International Partnerships

MARISSA CRAWFORD
Program Assistant, International Partnerships

SARA FERREE
Senior Development Adviser

FRANÇOISE GIRARD
President

SIU LI GOGWILT
Manager, Office of the President

YAEL GOTTLIEB
Vice President, Development & Communications

GYPSY GUILLÉN KAISER
Director of Communications

SARAH HARPER
Communications Assistant

RACHEL JACOBSON
Program Officer, International Policy

SHANNON KOWALSKI
Director of Advocacy & Policy

MICHELLE LENOACH
Development Operations &  
Member Services Specialist

HELENA MINCHEW
Program Officer, US Foreign Policy

KATHERINE OLIVERA
Program Associate, US Foreign Policy

SANDRA PONS
Development Associate

VANESSA RIOS
Program Officer, Learning, Monitoring & Evaluation

BEBE ROOPNARINE
Office Clerk

NEHA SARDANA
Program Assistant, Advocacy & Policy

MELISSA SORRENTINO
Director of Finance & Administration

LIISA SWEET-KORPIVAARA
Human Resources & Office Manager

MICHELLE TRUONG
Program Associate, Learning, Monitoring 
& Evaluation

ERIN WILLIAMS
Program Officer, International Partnerships

NOELLE WILLIAMS
Associate Director for Development

SUSAN WOOD
Director of Program Learning & Evaluation

MARLENE HESS
Chair
Philanthropic Consultant, United States

DEBORA DINIZ
Vice Chair
Co-Founder, ANIS: Institute of Bioethics, 
Human Rights and Gender, and Professor, 
University of Brasilia, Brazil

SUSAN NITZE
Vice Chair
President Emerita, Girl Scout Council  
of Greater New York, United States

MARNIE S. PILLSBURY
Vice Chair
Philanthropic Advisor, United States

CATHERINE A. GELLERT
Secretary
Partner, Windcrest Partners, United States

JOHN E. CRAIG, JR., MPA
Treasurer 
Former Executive Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer, The Commonwealth Fund, 
United States

FRANÇOISE GIRARD
President
International Women’s Health Coalition,  
United States

HOLLY S. ANDERSEN, MD
Attending Cardiologist at the New York 
Presbyterian Hospital/Weill Cornell Medical 
Center and Director of Education and 
Outreach for the Ronald O. Perelman Heart 
Institute, United States

GEORGE BIDDLE
Chairman of World Connect, United States

BRIAN A. BRINK, BSC, MBBCH, DMED (HON)
former Chief Medical Officer,  
Anglo American plc, South Africa

STUART C. BURDEN
Vice President of Corporate Responsibility, 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation,  
United States

HELENA CHOI
Former Program Officer in the Global 
Development and Population Program,  
William and Flora Hewlett Foundation

MAJA DARUWALA
Senior Advisor, former Executive Director, The 
Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, India

ALEXANDER M. FARMAN-FARMAIAN
Partner, Vice Chairman and Portfolio Manager, 
Edgewood Management LLC, United States

CHRISTINE H. GRUMM
Chris Grumm Consulting Group, United States

MATTHEW G. HURD
Partner, Sullivan & Cromwell LLP,  
United States 

SANDRA G. LAWSON
Managing Director, Goldman Sachs,  
United States

SISONKE MSIMANG
Writer and Activist, Columnist for  
The Daily Maverick, South Africa and Australia

ARYEH NEIER
President Emeritus, Open Society 
Foundations, United States

KIRTNA PAI
co-founder of Opis Partners, formerly  
on Wall Street, United States

KATHLEEN REGAN
Executive Vice President and Chief Operating 
Officer, The Commonwealth Fund,  
United States

SARAH BILLINGHURST SOLOMON
Former Assistant General Manager, Artistic,  
Metropolitan Opera, United States

DIANA L. TAYLOR, MBA, MPH
Vice Chair, Solera Capital LLC, United States

MAUREEN WHITE
Senior Fellow at the Foreign Policy Institute, 
School of Advanced International Studies at 
Johns Hopkins University, United States

STAFF
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